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Jessy Abi Khattar
"Dar Al Khattar” Airbnb owner
Batroun, North Governorate, Lebanon

“Without my father’s support, | couldn’t achieve anything, | couldn’t be independent. My father gave me the power of choice,” says Jessy Abi
Khattar, owner of Dar Al Khattar guesthouse in Batroun, North Governorate, Lebanon.

Jessy is the oldest of four girls with an age difference of 16 years between her and her youngest sister, saying that the latter “was my father’s last
try to have a boy.”

Her father owns a gas station, and he always thought that this work is only for men. So, he always dreamed of having a boy to inherit his business.
He used to take Jessy’s cousin with him wherever he went, because he was the one who would inherit this work. Yet, her father ultimately changed
his mind and put his faith in her sister, who is now successfully running the station.

Jessy worked for almost 15 years in a stressful, high-paced job that was affecting her mental health. In 2012, she wanted to leave her work and
start her own business, but when she told her parents, they refused because of the multiple crises that Lebanon is going through. A few days later,
her father decided to register an apartment he owned in Batroun in her name, to help her build her own Airbnb business. When they went to the
notary to register the apartment for Jessy, he was hesitant and asked Jessy to promise not to sell this house, as it is for the family.



Without her father’s support, she would not have been able to achieve her dream. Her father gave her “the power of choice.” Thanks to the
apartment he put in her name, she was finally able to leave her stressful job and launch her own Airbnb business. With the newfound luxury of
flexible working hours, she also seized the opportunity to start her own communication consultancy firm.
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Oula Ahmad Hussein
Agricultural land owner

Michmich, Akkar Governorate, Lebanon

Today, Oula Ahmad Hussein from Michmich, Akkar Governorate, Lebanon, and her husband, can grow crops on her inherited land. Despite the
country’s socio-economic and financial collapse, her land can generate more income than her husband’s bakery. However, following her marriage
in 2015, she faced a lot of pressure from her extended family when she inherited the land from her father. Her father always said that he would
like to distribute his inheritance equally among his children — both his daughters and sons — but this was and is still not the norm in her community.
When she inherited her piece of land, she was immediately put under pressure from her uncles to refuse it or exchange it for money, causing a lot
of tension. To this day, they do not speak to her or her parents.

Despite it all, Oula wants to persevere, and says if it were up to her, she would buy more land and never sell hers. Now she wants her voice to be
heard to represent all women who are unable to speak out.
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Ouloum Audi

Founder of “Haqi Awrath” NGO
El Khoder, Baalbek-Hermel Governorate, Lebanon




“If you go to my [Facebook] page, you will see at least 20 posts per day about inheritance rights. | started to get threats, because people started
to figure out who are the people behind my stories, so | started writing differently. The idea of death did not scare me, as | wanted to try to make
a real change to the cause,” says Ouloum Audi, Founder of Hagi Awrath (My Right to Inherit), a local non-governmental organization (NGO).

Ouloum was born and raised in El Khoder, a religious and conservative village in, Baalbek-Hermel Governorate, Lebanon. Though her father comes
from a family with a history of not upholding inheritance rights for women in the family, he always said “you can do whatever you want with the
lands | leave behind,” never discriminating between his children. In 2012, Ouloum’s father distributed his wealth equally among his children,
leaving her with 1,000 square meters of land where she built her own house. As she thought that her father did not discriminate between his nine
children in terms of property shares, she was so proud of him and wrote about him on her Facebook page; however, she was perplexed a bit by
his facial expressions as these were not the ones you would expect to see when a daughter speaks so highly and proudly of her father.

In 2018, when speaking to her neighbours one day, they said “your sisters-in-law are going around town saying that your father distributed the
remainder of his wealth and land among the boys of the family and you will only get the land you already live on.” Not believing that her father
could do this, Ouloum decided to confront him. What saddened her the most is that he did not say anything at all, as if he was leaving no room
for change. At that point, Ouloum took a stance against her father and became determined to raise general awareness about inheritance issues
and discriminatory practices: “I will write about all of the injustice in this village, will not mention names but will write the stories. Those who want
to file charges know where to find me, and if they want to kill me, let them do so.” And that is exactly what she did, she started writing and posting
on her Facebook page stories coming from the entire village. Some of the posts were even about her own father, as she dealt with her personal
disappointment with the loss of her support system and person she regarded as her protector.

Though her father was completely unfair to her, he gave her the biggest motive to found her own NGO and create positive change among the
women and girls in her hometown. They no longer think of inheritance as a taboo, and they have the courage to discuss these matters out loud.
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https://www.facebook.com/rightininheritance?mibextid=ZbWKwL
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